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 GRANT FRASER

DAIRY ANTIBIOGRAMS SHED NEW LIGHT 
ON ANTIBIOTIC CHOICE ON FARMS
There is major pressure being put upon the Dairy Industry to prove it is 
being smart and responsible with the use of Antibiotics. 

The majority of this pressure is 
coming from the public perception 
that the use of antibiotics in dairy 
farms is excessive, uncontrolled 
and is causing the development 
of resistant ‘Superbugs’. The truth 
is probably far from this, but the 
difficulty is proving that we are doing 
the right thing. This is where the 
Dairy Antibiogram comes in. 

A Dairy Antibiogram allows us to 
test your herd’s milk (via the vat) 
for evidence of resistant strains of 
bacteria. With the results of this data, 
we can then look at our choice of 
antibiotics very critically, consider 
which antibiotics we are using and 
ultimately show whether we are 
creating resistance in our target 
species or not.

Our experience with this testing has 
allowed us to identify the need to 
change frontline Mastitis Antibiotic 
options, decide to use products 
with shorter withhold periods 
and change the choice of Dry Cow 
Therapy product used on farm. The 
drivers behind undertaking a Dairy 
Antibiogram have included poor 
response of mastitis to antibiotic 
treatment, evaluating the value 
of using more expensive dry cow 
therapy and those wanting to sleep 
easy knowing they are doing the 
right thing in regards to antibiotic 
resistance.

Feel free to discuss a Dairy 
Antibiogram with your vet at your 
Milk Quality & RVM Consult, or call 
the clinic anytime to discuss your 
options on 07 888 8197.
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WHAT’S  
HAPPENING 
ON FARM THIS 
MONTH?
• FREE Farmer DCT & Teatseal 

Workshop

• Milk Quality & RVM Consults

• Bulk milk BVD Testing

• Lepto vaccinations

• Body condition scoring

• Feed budgets

• BMSCC Grade Busting

• Spore count monitoring

• Zinc supplementation

Want to know if 
you have Antibiotic 
resistance in your herd? Photo courtesy of Bayer NZ
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  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

   February 2019 5kg DM/day 0mm 21°C 1844kg DM 157,000

   February 2018 25kg DM/day 35mm 21°C 1808kg DM 138,000

MATAMATA FARM STATISTICS

 GREG JARRATT

MAKING THE MOST OF MILK QUALITY 
AND RVM CONSULTATIONS
It is nearing that time of the year again for the majority of farmers to  
dry-off cows. 

The aim of dry-off from a mastitis 
perspective, is to minimise the chance 
of bacterial infection causing issues 
over winter, at calving and into 
the following season. Because of 
this, drying off invariably involves 
the use of antimicrobial dry cow 
therapy (DCT) and teat sealants in the 
majority of cows in the herd. 

However there is a bit more to 
consider if we are wishing to do the 
job properly, such as treatment of 
clinical mastitis during lactation, 
efficacy of treatments used, colostrum 
cow management, culling decisions, 
teat condition management and 
much, much more. 

This is the purpose of the MQ and 
RVM consultation which is more a 
holistic discussion that focuses on 

mastitis and milk quality, but can also 
go further to cover treatment policies 
for other infectious diseases such 
as pneumonia, bacterial scours and 
lameness.

These discussions are intended 
to enable responsible use of 
antimicrobials on farm to assure the 
health and safety of individuals using 
these products and that the product 
remains useful into the future. 

Both local and international 
consumer markets expect our 
industry to be using antimicrobials 
responsibly and the MQ and 
RVM Consultation provides this 
opportunity.

Please call the clinic to book yours in, 
if you have not done so already.

 RHONA FRASER

GET BETTER 
GROWTH 
RATES OVER 
AUTUMN 
Autumn is when the parasite 
challenge on our pastures is at 
its highest. 

Many of our clients are finding 
they are saving time and 
having success with Alpheus 
capsules – a long acting broad-
spectrum drench treatment.  

• Saves time, stress for cattle 
and  labour costs – lasts for 
4 months

• Great results – Over 
12kg extra live-weight 
gain compared to triple 
combination given monthly

• Safe to use with other 
boluses, such as zinc or trace 
elements

Make sure you have a drench 
management strategy in place 
before the Autumn parasite 
challenge comes. 

To discuss further, please 
contact the clinic. 

 

Now is the time to review how things have gone with Milk Quality by getting expert 
advice on how to finish the season well and plan for the next season.


